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our awarD-
winning faculty 
of 12 scHolar-
teacHers
offer instruction in African, 
African Diaspora, African 
American, American, 
European, Latin American, 
South Asian, and Public 
History. The department also 
offers a concentration in Hip 
Hop Studies and a minor in 
Women and Gender Studies, 
which allows students to 
deepen their interdisciplinary 
understanding of culture and 
identity.

tHe Department 
of History is 
essential
to the core of liberal arts 
at North Carolina Central 
University. Our diverse 
population of faculty and 
students are involved in 
teaching and learning history 
through innovative research, 
exciting courses, student 
projects, digital humanities, 
public history, and service 
learning.

“Change will not 
Come if we wait  
for some other person or 
if we wait for some time. 
we are the ones we’ve been 
waiting for.”
- Barack Obama

“with the 
Department of history, i have been 
able to Continue my family’s 
suCCessful eDuCational path. 
it is a privilege to represent 
the number one history program 
in the Country, as well as the best 
Department on Campus.”
- India Bowden
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Department
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Dr. Carlton e. wilson
InterIm Dean CaSSH

Dr. Jim harper, ii
CHaIr & ProfeSSor

Dr. lydia lindsey
ProfeSSor

Dr. Jerry b. gershenhorn
ProfeSSor, JulIuS CHamberS 

enDoweD ProfeSSor

Dr. Charles D. Johnson
aSSIStant ProfeSSor 

Dr. Joshua nadel
ProfeSSor

Dr. balylna w. muhammad
aSSoCIate ProfeSSor

Dr. sean C. Colbert-lewis, sr.
aSSoCIate ProfeSSor

Dr. freddie l. parker
retIreD ProfeSSor emerItuS

Dr. tony frazier
aSSoCIate ProfeSSor

ms. feleshia hill
aDmInIStratIve aSSoCIate

Dr. Jim Harper, II
Dr. JIm HarPer, II
DePartment CHaIr

There is no limit to where a history degree can take you. One-third of all Fortune 500 CEO’s have 
degrees in the Humanities, including some notable history majors: Robert Johnson of BET, Facebook 
co-founder Chris Hughes, Carly Fiorina of Hewlett-Packard. Supreme Court Justices Elana Kagan and 
Anthony Kennedy and former Attorney General Eric Holder hold history degrees. President Joe Biden 
majored in history as did Senator Cory Booker and comedians Sacha Baron Cohen and Steve Carrell. 
Former NBA commissioner David Stern majored in history, as did Kareem Abdul Jabbar.  So, when 
someone asks you what you can do with a history degree, the answer is simple: anything I want.
 
North Carolina Central University’s History Department is small, family-oriented, cohesive, and student 
engaged, with a diverse student population and faculty. We aim to maximize our students’ potential, 
providing essential skills that will serve them throughout their lives—research, writing, speaking, and 
critical thinking. 

The department has a long-established reputation for distinguished scholarship. We have produced 
more graduates who have gone on to earn the Ph.D. in history than any other historically black institution 
in the nation. More than 80 of our students have received doctorates in history from institutions such 
as Howard University, Ohio State University, UNC-Chapel Hill, Morgan State University, Northwestern 
University, the University of California at Berkeley, Rutgers University, Miami (Ohio) University, University 
of South Carolina, and University of Florida at Gainesville.

Recent NCCU History graduates have gone on to become historians, lawyers, teachers, State 
Department employees, librarians, museum curators, and stand-up comedians. Why? Because we 
teach you how to think and solve problems, how to express yourself clearly, and how to be flexible 
and adapt. A History degree prepares you for the jobs of today and provides the skills to excel in 
professions that haven’t been created yet. 

In our B.A. program, you will gain hands-on research experience—in the classroom, internships, 
and study abroad experiences. You will work with our award-winning faculty and with archivists and 
museum curators to develop innovative research projects, and you will have chances to present your 
findings at university and national conferences. In the end, you will be prepared to enter graduate and 
professional schools in history, women’s and gender studies, law, or business. The world will be open 
to you.

introDuction
Studying HiStory 

@ nCCu

“never limit yourself 
beCause of others’  
limiteD imagination; never limit others 
beCause of your own limiteD imagination.”
- Dr. Mae Jemison

Dr. manna Duah
aSSIStant ProfeSSor

patrick Douthit
(9th wonder)

artISt-In-reSIDenCe



The Department of History offers a major and minor in history at the baccalaureate level.  The primary 
mission of the department is to educate both undergraduate students in the search for truth through 
excellence in teaching, scholarly research, and service, thus developing students with knowledge, 
technological competence, aesthetic and ethical values to be successful in a global society.  The 
Department will provide history majors and minors with an educational environment and experience 
that will prepare them to teach at the secondary school level, to pursue graduate study, or to find 
employment in law, government service, industry, and other public and private sectors.

The History BA introduces students to African, African Diaspora, African American, American, European, 
Latin American, and public history, preparing students to teach at the secondary school level, pursue 
graduate study, or find employment in law, government service, industry, and other public and private 
sector jobs. Students can concentrate in Hip Hop or minor in Women’s and Gender Studies.

Jim c. Harper, ii       Joshua nadel
chair and ProFessor     undergraduate director
919-530-6271       919-530-6267
jcharper@nccu.edu      jnadel@nccu.edu
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Department
oF history
@ nccu

“the path to your suCCess
is not as fixeD  
anD inflexible as you think.” 
- Misty Copeland

     curriculum
  requirements

students majoring in history must 
complete a minimum of 42 semester 
hours of courses: 

History 1100, and 39 semester hours at the 
2000 level or higher, including one seminar.  

the history minor must complete a 
minimum of 21 semester hours of 
courses: 

History 1100, and 18 semester hours at the 
2000 level or higher, including one seminar 
in history.  

The department also offers certification in 
secondary social studies. Students seeking 
teaching certification also must complete a 
minimum of 42 semester hours and the 
required education courses. Students 
must have a 2.0 grade point average 
in their major and a 2.0 grade point 
average overall to successfully graduate 
from the program.

“allow yourself to be 
prouD of yourself anD all
the progress you’ve maDe.   

espeCially the progress no
one else Can see.”

- Unknown
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non-departmental 
requirements 
(must have a grade of ‘C’ or better):
# Course may be used to fulfill a GEC 
Requirement
+ Course may be completed in addition to 
a GEC Requirement

general education 
requirements
Students must complete the General 
Education Requirements required by the 
University as detailed on the four-year 
course of study. (Refer to Degree Works to 
see your degree audit)

“no matter what,   
we always have the power to Choose 
hope over Despair, engagement over 
apathy, kinDness over inDifferenCe, 
love over hate.”
- Cory Booker

Complete a minimum of 120 semester hours 
with a cumulative grade point average of 
2.0 or higher.  The last 30 credit hours must 
be completed at NCCU. 42 total credit 
hours in history.

1. History major requirements-  
 complete the following:

 a. HIST 1100.
 b. HIST 2000 (must be taken in 
  sophomore year).
 c. HIST 2210, 2220.
 d. HIST 2890.
 e. HIST 4310.
 f. Two European History courses
  (6 hours).
 g. Two African and or African American
  history courses (6 hours).
 h. One seminar course from HIST 4010,
  4020, 4040, 4050, 4060, 4070 (must
  be taken senior year).
 i. At least 3 hours from any other 2000
  level or higher undergraduate history
  course.
 j. In courses A-E and H students must
   earn at least a grade of “C”.  “D” or
   “F” grades must be repeated“it always

seems
impossible,  
until it is Done.”
- Nelson Mandela

North Carolina Central University | Department of History | B.A. Program      9
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freshman and sophomore years complete the general education curriculum requirement.  see the 

“general education” section in the university catalog.

history major requirements - complete the following:
 hist 1100 .........World Societies to 1650 
 hist 2000 .........Historical Writing and Literature WI (must be taken in sophomore year)
 hist 2210 .........United States History to 1865 
 hist 2220 .........United States History Since 1865 
 hist 2890 .........Methods and Applications in History

 
*two courses from the following areas.  no more than one course in one area: african History, european, 

History, and latin american History.

 hist 2410  .........African History to 1800 
 hist 2420 .........African History Since 1800 
 hist 2610 .........Latin American History: The Colonial Period, 1480-1820 
 hist 2620 .........Latin American History: The National Period 
 hist 3010 .........Problems in European History 
 hist 3040 .........Topics in African History 
 hist 3070 .........Topics in the African Diaspora 
 hist 3100 .........Independent Readings in European History 
 hist 3115 .........Europe, 1500-1815 
 hist 3118 .........Europe, 1815-1914 
 hist 3145 .........History of Russia to the Revolution 
 hist 3150 .........History of England to 1688 
 hist 3160 .........History of England since 1688 
 hist 3180 .........History of France since the Enlightenment. 
 hist 3410 .........Ancient Africa 
 hist 3420 .........State Formation in Pre-Colonial Africa 
 hist 3430 .........Africa Under Colonial Rule 
 hist 3440 .........Africa Since Independence 
 hist 3450 .........African Economic History 
 hist 3600 .........Independent Readings in Latin American History 
 hist 3710 .........Introduction to African Diaspora History 
 hist 4010 .........Seminar in European History 
 hist 4040 .........Seminar in African History 
 hist 4060 .........Seminar in Latin American History 
 hist 4070 .........Seminar in the African Diaspora 
 hist 4110 .........Europe Since 1914 
 hist 4120 .........European Diplomatic History, 1879 to the Present 

 hist 4140 .........The Revolutionary Era and Napoleon 
 hist 4150 .........European Intellectual History 
 hist 4160 .........The African Presence in Europe 
 hist 4170 .........The New Europeans: Race and Ethnic Minorities in Contemporary Europe 
 hist 4400 .........Independent Readings in African History 
 hist 4450 .........History of the Making of Contemporary South Africa 
 hist 4470 .........History of Pan-Africanism to 1963 
 hist 4610 .........History of the Caribbean
 hist 4620 .........Latin American Revolution 
 hist 4630 .........The African Presence in Latin America 
 hist 4640 .........Latin American History Through Literature and Film 
 hist 4755 .........Topics in African Diaspora History

 
*one of these seminar courses must be taken senior year Hist 4010, Hist 4020, Hist 4040, Hist 4050, 

Hist 4060, Hist 4070.

 hist 4020  .........Seminar in American History 
 hist 4040  .........Seminar in African History 
 hist 4050 .........Seminar in African American History 
 hist 4060 .........Seminar in Latin American History 
 hist 4070 .........Seminar in the African Diaspora 
 hist 4080 .........Seminar in Public History

*at least 18 hours from any other 2000 level or higher undergraduate course.

 hist 2000  .........Historical Writing and Literature 
 hist 2080 .........Problems in the History of Women to 1750 
 hist 2081 .........Problems in the History of Women Since 1750 
 hist 2110 .........Ancient History 
 hist 2120 .........Medieval History 
 hist 2210 .........United States History to 1865 
 hist 2220 .........United States History Since 1865 
 hist 2310 .........History of Hip Hop Comprehensive
 hist 2320 .........History of Hip Hop Audio
 hist 2410 .........African History to 1800  
 hist 2420 .........African History Since 1800 
 hist 2510 .........Introduction to Public History
 hist 2610 .........Latin American History: The Colonial Period, 1480-1820  
 hist 2620 .........Latin American History: The National Period  
 hist 2910 .........Histories and Societies of South Asia Prior to 1750  
 hist 3010 .........Problems in European History  

  concentration
con’t

concentration
con’t
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 hist 4110 .........Europe Since 1914  
 hist 4120 .........European Diplomatic History, 1879 to the Present  
 hist 4130 .........Renaissance, Reformation, and European Expansion  
 hist 4140 .........The Revolutionary Era and Napoleon  
 hist 4150 .........European Intellectual History  
 hist 4160 .........The African Presence in Europe  
 hist 4170 .........The New Europeans: Race and Ethnic Minorities in Contemporary Europe  
 hist 4200 .........Independent Readings in American History  
 hist 4210 .........Foreign Relations of the United States  
 hist 4230 .........Constitutional History of the United States  
 hist 4310  .........History of North Carolina  
 hist 4400  .........Independent Readings in African History  
 hist 4450  .........History of the Making of Contemporary South Africa  
 hist 4470 .........History of Pan-Africanism to 1963  
 hist 4510 .........Modern African American History Since 1900  
 hist 4610 .........History of the Caribbean  
 hist 4620  .........Latin American Revolution  
 hist 4630 .........The African Presence in Latin America  
 hist 4640 .........Latin American History Through Literature and Film  
 hist 4755 .........Topics in African Diaspora History  
 hist 4810 .........Oral History-Theory 
 hist 4910 .........Comparative Slavery  
 hist 4940  .........Fiction, Film and South Asia’s Past (cross-listed with English Department) 

* in the list of courses students must earn at least a grade of “c”.  ”D” or “f” grades must be repeated.

* a minimum gpa of 2.0 in the major and overall is required for graduation.

“in the 21st Century, 
the best

anti-poverty program arounD is a 
worlD-Class eDuCation.”

- Barack Obama

  concentration
 hist 3020  .........Problems in American History  
 hist 3040  .........Topics in African History  
 hist 3070 .........Topics in the African Diaspora  
 hist 3100 .........Independent Readings in European History  
 hist 3115  .........Europe, 1500-1815 
 hist 3118 .........Europe, 1815-1914 
 hist 3145 .........History of Russia to the Revolution  
 hist 3150 .........History of England to 1688  
 hist 3160 .........History of England since 1688  
 hist 3180 .........History of France since the Enlightenment.  
 hist 3210 .........American Military History  
 hist 3220 .........Recent United States History  
 hist 3230 .........American Urban History  
 hist 3250 .........American Economic History  
 hist 3260 .........American Labor History
 hist 3310 .........Hip Hop in Global Context  
 hist 3410 .........Ancient Africa  
 hist 3420 .........State Formation in Pre-Colonial Africa  
 hist 3430  .........Africa Under Colonial Rule  
 hist 3440  .........Africa Since Independence  
 hist 3450  .........African Economic History  
 hist 3500 .........Independent Readings in African American History  
 hist 3510 .........African American History to 1865  
 hist 3520 .........African American History Since 1865  
 hist 3522  .........The Black Female Body in American Culture
 hist 3523  .........Black Feminist Thought
 hist 3600  .........Independent Readings in Latin American History  
 hist 3630 .........History of Central America  
 hist 3710 .........Introduction to African Diaspora History  
 hist 3900 .........Internship in Historical Studies  
 hist 3910 .........South Asia Under British Imperial Rule, 1750-1885 
 hist 3920 .........The Unmaking of the British Empire in India, 1885-1947 
 hist 4010  .........Seminar in European History  
 hist 4020 .........Seminar in American History  
 hist 4040 .........Seminar in African History  
 hist 4050 .........Seminar in African American History  
 hist 4060 .........Seminar in Latin American History  
 hist 4070 .........Seminar in the African Diaspora  
 hist 4080 .........Seminar in Public History

con’t
concentration
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minor
in history
1. History minor requirements- 
complete the following:

 a. HIST 1100
 b. HIST 2000 (must be taken in 
  sophomore year)
 c. HIST 2210, 2220
 d. HIST 2890
 e. One seminar course from HIST 4010, 
  4020, 4040, 4050, 4060, 4070 (must
   be taken senior year).
 f. History elective.
 g. In courses A-E students must earn at
   least a grade of “C”.  “D” of “F” grades
  must be repeated.

• concentration
 Hip Hop (12 credit hours)

• minor
 Women’s and Gender Studies

“one of the lessons that 
i grew up with  
was to always stay true to yourself 
anD never let what someboDy else 
says DistraCt you from your goals.”
- Michelle Obama

  program
    notes
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“i neeD to be 
surrounDeD  
by people as 
passionate anD as 
DeDiCateD as i am.”
- Lauryn Hill

At least 36 credit hours of general electives 
are required.

HISTORY, COMPREHENSIVE 
SOCIAL STUDIES

1. Complete a minimum of 128 semester 
 hours with a cumulative grade point
 average of 2.0 or higher.  The last 
 30 hours must be completed at NCCU.

2. Freshman and sophomore years
 complete the General Education
 Requirements. See the “General
 Education” section in this catalog.

3. Complete the following courses:

 a. POLS 2100 or 2120
 b. SOCI 2000/2100
 c. GEOG 1000 or 1100 or 2100
 d. ECON 2200 or 2300
 e. BIOL 1101 or 1201 or CHEM 1100
  (Course cannot be used to satisfy 
  GEC science requirement)

4. Education requirements:

 a. GPA of 2.5 or higher for admission to
  teacher education
 b. EDU 2600, 2800, 3000, 3010, 3030,
  3120, 3150, 3170, 4010, 4126, 4226
 c. A GPA of 2.0 is required for the major

“i neeD to be 
surrounDeD  
by people as 
passionate anD as 
DeDiCateD as i am.”
- Lauryn Hill



Facebook: Department of History at North Carolina Central University | Twitter Username: @nccu_history | Instagram username: @nccuhistory 

North Carolina Central University | Department of History | B.A. Program | 1801 Fayetteville St., Durham, NC 27707 | (919) 530-6321 | www.nccu.edu/cash/history
© 2021 North Carolina Central University
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